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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 398 pages. Dimensions: 9.4in. x 6.5in. x
1.1in.The war in the Persian Gulf in 1991 capped an era of USAF modernization and enhanced readiness begun in the late 1970s and that continued
through the 1980s. The long lead-time weapons acquisition and training programs, begun a decade or more earlier, came to fruition against a far
diJerent opponent and in an unforeseen locale than that envisioned by their creators. The force designed to counter the superpower foe of the Cold
War, the USSR, never fought a direct battle against that enemy during the existence of the Soviet Union. Instead, the USAF fought the first war of the
so-called New World Order, a war that had as much in common with the colonial wars of the late nineteenth century as it had with the high-
technology wars of the late twentieth century. The USAF shouldered the bulk of the fighting for the first thirty-nine of the conflicts forty-two days.
This volume covers the air oJensive against strategic military and economic targets within the pre-August 1990 borders of Iraq. The oJensive air
plan once again displayed the ability of the U. S. military to turn the necessity of improvisation into a virtue when, in mid-August 1990, an element of
the Air StaJ in the Pentagon wrote the basis of the oJensive plan in ten days. The plan was founded upon the precepts of Col. John A. Warden IIIs air
power theoriescenters of gravity, shock eJect, and the importance of leadership-related targets. Once the outline plan reached the arena of
operations, the U. S. Central Air Forces (CENTAF), under the able leadership of Lt. Gen. Charles A. Horner, adopted the targeting philosophy of the
plan and, after many modifications owing to new...
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