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***** It was a bitter night, for although there was no snow as yet, the frost had bound the prairie in its iron grip, when Rancher Witham stood
shivering in a little Canadian settlement in the great, lonely land which runs north from the American frontier to Athabasca. There was no blink of
starlight in the murky sky, and a stinging wind that came up out of the great waste of grass moaned about the frame houses clustering beside the
trail that led south over the limited levels to the railroad and civilization. It chilled Witham through his somewhat tattered furs, and he strode up and
down, glancing expectantly into the darkness, and then across the unpaved street, where the ruts were ploughed a foot deep in the prairie sod,
towards the warm, red glow from the windows of the wooden hotel. He knew that the rest of the outlying farmers and ranchers who had ridden in
for their letters were sitting snug about the stove, but it was customary for all who sought shelter there to pay for their share of the six o clock
supper, and the half-dollar Witham had then in his pocket was required for other purposes.
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