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President Lincoln and His Administration It was natural that the story of the military and naval operations Of the war should have been first writ ten.
This work has been comprehensively performed. It probably fills more volumes than the history of any other four years since the invention of
printing. They represent both parties to the contest, and are usually written by admirers of the heroes whose achievements they record. They are
interesting, but in many details they are not history; they are so far from it as to sug gest a doubt whether events can be accurately described by
their contemporaries. If, as I am sure he will, the reader shall find statements herein directly opposed to the assertions of the authors of some of
these military histories, I ask the same charity which I will concede to others. Let the statements be judged by all the evidence, intrinsic as well as
external. If they will not stand that test, they are not true and have no place in history. When I took charge of a bureau in the Treasury, I naturally
wished to understand the theory Of its con struction. What were the functions of the several bureaus? Their relation to the secretary and to each
other? I wanted a history of the institution. Mr. Hamilton was its reputed creator. What were his plans? His objects? How did he propose to secure
them? N 0 such history existed. The memoirs Of Mr. Ham ilton were silent upon the details of this the greatest work of his life. The only printed book
which gave any promise of the information I wanted was a work by Robert Mayo, M.D., Compiler...
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