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***** For many Americans, a world without broadband is unimaginable. For them, broadband Internet access has transformed the way they live
their lives. But we have not succeeded in bringing broadband to everyone. For years, large parts of rural America have languished on the sidelines
of the digital revolution. Home to the homesteaders, pioneers, and the rich and diverse Native American cultures that contribute so much to our
national identity, rural America has for most of our history been deemed too remote, too sparsely populated, or too inaccessible to be fully
connected with our nation s infrastructures. As many of their fellow citizens in more densely populated parts of the country go online for work,
education, entertainment, healthcare, civic participation, and much more, too many rural Americans are being left behind. Rural governments and
businesses are missing opportunities to function more efficiently and effectively. Even in rural areas where broadband is available, infrastructure
deployment has not kept pace with the growing need for faster and more reliable connectivity. At a time when access to affordable, robust
broadband services is a fundamental part of efforts to restore America s economic well-being in both rural and urban areas, we must ensure that
this capability is available to open the doors of opportunity for everyone.
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