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Prometheus Books, United States, 2002. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. George Herbert Mead (1863-1931) had a
powerful influence on the development of American pragmatism in the twentieth century. He also had a strong impact on the social sciences. This
classic book represents Mead s philosophy of experience, so central to his outlook. The present as unique experience is the focus of this deep analysis
of the basic structure of temporality and consciousness. Mead emphasizes the novel character of both the present and the past. Though science is
predicated on the assumption that the present is predictable based on a thorough knowledge of the past, the experience of the present, says Mead,
is an utterly unique moment comparable to no other, and when it is past the novel character of that unique experience is irrevocable. The
emergence of novelty within the perceived rational order of reality is the crux of the problem that Mead explores. The present, in his words, is the
emergent event . . . something which is more than the processes that have led up to it and which by its change, continuance, or disappearance, adds
to later passages a content they would not otherwise have possessed. The present as the seat of reality heavily conditions our retrospective view of
the past as much as it helps to shape the future. The novelty of every present experience causes us to reconstruct our preceding experiences to make
sense of the past, which is naturally assumed to be the main cause of what we presently experience. Our perspective on reality is thus relative to the
conditioning of each new event and it changes continuously as the eGects of the present shiH our view of the past and future. This emphasis on the
integrative, holistic nature of...
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