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transportation companies and the community. We have realized the necessity for the enactment of a law more restrictive in its character,
calculated to foster the leading industries of the State, to cripple none of them, and which, at the same time, would not impair the usefulness and
efficiency of the transportation compa nies. We have recognized the strong desire of communities, not possessed of railroad conveniences, for the
rapid construction of trunk and branch lines, and of the same desire on the part of the leading commercial centers to establish communication with
the remote and more inaccessible districts of the coast. We have not been in doubt in respect to the right to readjust maximum rates, but the extent
to which it could be wisely and judiciously exercised, and the mode and manner in which control should be enforced, we find full of embarrassment.
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