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**xxx Excerpt from Speech of Mr. Joseph Segar, (of Elizabeth City and Warwick, ): On the Wilmot Proviso; Delivered in the House of Delegates,
January 19, 1849 The resolutions of the joint committee being under consideration, Mr. Segar said: | had not designed, Mr. Speaker, to take part in
this discussion; but my constituents expect me to sustain the resolutions on your table, and to vindicate their rights and interests in the premises, not
by my vote only but by argument. | bow to the mandate of those who have the right to command me, and | rise, in their name, to enter a solemn
protest against the power of congress to prohibit slavery in the territories, or in other words, to enact the Wilmot Proviso. But it is due to myself to
declare, as | now most explicitly do, that so far as my vote is concerned, | have no need of any intimation from my constituents. Despite the
criticisms of my friend from Harrison, with all their sins and imperfections upon their head, the resolutions command my heartiest approval. I shall
make an honest endeavour, Mr. Speaker, to approach this grave subject with feelings utterly divested of party. | am a decided party man, | confess. |
am a Whig - have been from the earliest days of the party - have reared no other flag - fought under no other banner. My modes of thinking have
assumed, of course, a strong party cast. But on this subject | cannot, dare not, think or act as a party man. It rises infinitely above all mere party
considerations. It is a great question, if | may so...
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