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*****.Excerpt from Speech of Hon. C. L. Vallandigham, of Ohio: Delivered in the House of Representatives, February 20, 1861 The special order -
namely, the report of the committee of thirty-three being - under consideration - Mr. Vallandigham addressed the House as follows: Mr. Speaker: It
was my purpose, some three months ago, to speak solely upon the question of peace and war between the two great sections of the Union, and to
defend at length the position which, in the very beginning of this crisis, and almost alone, I assumed against the employment of military force by the
Federal Government to execute its laws and restore its authority within the States which might secede. Subsequent events have rendered this
unnecessary. Within the three months or more, since the presidential election, so rapid has been the progress of events, and such the magnitude
which the movement in the South has attained, that the country has been forced as - this House and the incoming Administration will at last be
forced, in spite of their warlike purposes now - to regard it as no longer a mere casual and temporary rebellion of discontented individuals, but a
great and terrible revolution, which threatens now to result in permanent dissolution of the Union, and division into two or more rival, if not hostile,
confederacies. Before this dread reality, the atrocious and fruitless policy of a war of coercion to preserve or to restore the Union has, outside, at
least, of these walls and of this capital, rapidly dissolved. The people have taken the subject up, and have reflected upon it, till to-day, in the South,
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