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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.During a trip to Damascus, Syria in 1958, Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser visited the tomb of Saladin. It was a symbolic visit
for the pan-Arab leader, who sought to unite the Arab world and restore it to its past glory. For nationalists like Nasser and devout Muslims across
the Middle East, Saladin s life and reign represent the pinnacle of that glory, more than 8 centuries aEer his death. Saladin is widely considered one
of the greatest generals in history and one of the most famous leaders of the Middle Ages, but he remains a paradox, both in personal and in
historical terms. A military genius, he first served other generals and was overshadowed, late in life, by his greatest rival, Richard I of England. He
was far more admired by his Christian enemies, who extolled his chivalry, than some of his Muslim rivals, who fought him for control of Egypt and
Syria in the 12th century. His Christian enemies continued his name long aEer it was forgotten in the Middle East, only to spark a revival of his
reputation in Arab culture in the 20th century. Revered as the flower of Arab culture, he was really a Kurd who nearly destroyed it. Taught to
Egyptian children as a native born Egyptian hero, he was, in fact, Egypt s conqueror, the man who destroyed its native dynasty and suppressed the
local Shi ite sect. Praised for his mild temper and mercy, he made it his mission in the last decade of his life to destroy the Frankish states created by
the First Crusade in 1099. The most powerful man in the Levant for the last ten years of his...
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