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FROM FREUD T O KAFKA: T HE PARADOXIC AL FOUNDAT ION OF T HE LIFE-AND-DEAT H INST INC T       

KARNAC BOOKS, United Kingdom, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 228 x 150 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. This book takes the
reader on a captivating journey leading from an erroneous founding assumption inherited from Freud, to the proposal of a principle better suited
to allowing the psychoanalyst to accompany the patient out of his impasse. The founding assumption of the book, already questioned by many
analysts among whom Sandor Ferenczi figures as a brilliant forerunner, was the author s starting point in re-examining the basic precepts of
psychoanalysis.Reading Kafka made the author conclude that this masterful storyteller describes borderline situations, so familiar to him, better
than anyone. An avid reader of Freud, Kafka suggests that the human capacity to bear a paradoxical position between life and death is not given to
the child naturally, at birth. Kafka seems to say that giving life is easy, but that giving it the necessary support in the form of the trace of death is
more problematic. Moreover, when the child is deprived of this trace, he faces the void and, in a panic, must use emergency measures to construct a
substitute for the necessary trace of death; and he can only do so by sacrificing his sexuality, his ability to feel, his initiative or his judgement. When
the conditions necessary for primal repression are not provided to the child by others, he creates them himself at great cost. What he gives himself is
not life, but life-death, and he pays the price for doing so. When primal repression is destroyed - something which can happen at any age - we speak
of soul murder . At the very instant when it occurs, a new Subject comes into existence, a Subject who pushes back the threat of destruction. The
new Subject constructs...
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