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*****.Excerpt from The Roman Catholic Church and the School Question When the foolish are hot, it is time for the wise to be cool. Eternal vigilance
is the price of liberty, but a habit of viewing each midsummer explosion as the crack of doom is not the best qualification for the vigilance
committee in the time of real danger. I trust I shall never be accused of political indiBerentism; but sometimes in these heated weeks I count it
expedient to say to some of my good friends, Republican friends and Democratic friends, that the present election seems to me the least important
presidential election in our history, and that I think it makes very little diBerence whether Mr. Cleveland or Mr. Harrison be elected. There is no
question in the country more important than the school question. There is no institution in the country, to my thinking, so important as the public
school, none whose interests we should guard so vigilantly or so jealously. There is nothing in the country of which I am more jealous than the
multiplication of Roman Catholic parochial schools. They will never give anything but a parochial education, never a catholic and broad, education,
and the system is bad. I am jealous of the constant unfair and captious fault-finding with the public schools in large Roman Catholic circles, and the
manifest disposition to multiply criticisms and controversies and make trouble, out of which grist shall somehow come to the parochial mill. In the
general interests of science and freedom and progress, I have more criticism to make upon the Roman Catholic Church than upon any other of our
churches. About the Publisher...
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