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the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1911. Excerpt: ... CHAPTER Il. IN the Mason Street quarters there were but two rooms assigned for the use
of the Library. The inner room, used for the storage of books, was small, ill-ventilated, poorly lighted, and insufficiently heated in winter. The outer
room was designated the reading room, and here were kept the periodicals, 138 in number in 1854, the transactions of various societies, official
reports, etc. , all of which were open to consultation on convenient tables. An accession book was opened, in which every title was entered, with a
record of the cost, condition, etc. , of each volume when received. A shelf-list was begun, containing the titles of the books as they were arranged on
the shelves. Besides these, there was an official card catalogue, open also to persons who wished to make careful investigation of particular
subjects, with a printed alphabetical catalogue, of which copies, interleaved with blank pages to receive from day to day the titles of books added to
the Library, were placed upon the tables in the reading room. The Trustees invited the cooperation of the public in the selection of books for
purchase, adopting a blank form of recommendation upon which titles suggested as desirable accessions might be written, a plan continuously in
operation ever since. They also expected numerous additions from individual gifts of books, in which hope they were not disappointed. reading
room were furnished by the Librarian, upon application by means of a card containing the...
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