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The Journal of the Franklin Institute, Vol. 161: Devoted to Science and the Mechanic Arts; Nos. 961-966; January June, 1906 Viewing the great
buildings which stand before us to-day as the exponent of that high constructional skill possessed by the Gothic architects, pre - eminent in the list
are the French Gothic Cathedrals. These buildings are of masonry, construction solely, and have stood the ravages of time. But, on the other hand,
knowing that the life of steel and iron in construction is a very indefinite quantity, may we not ask ourselves what is to become of the steel
skyscraper in the ages to come? As the protection afforded steel or iron im bedded in cement is, for all practical purposes, absolute, is not the logic
of reinforced concrete established, and may we not, with much more certainty, secure a permanent construction which will not only outlive steel or
iron as generally used to day, but possesses more truth of expression in art, which is one Of the fundamental principles of the great works Of the
Middle Ages. Generally Speaking, what has been accomplished with the steel skeleton construction is possible in reinforced concrete, and
furthermore, if we so will, we can make not only the struct ural elements Of a building Of reinforced concrete, but also the ornamental features as
well. This, for certain classes of build ings, makes it more desirable as a method of construction, while for the more monumental class, it hardly
seems a fitting material in which to carry out any artistic expression. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare
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