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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1920 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER in ANIMISTIC ELEMENTS IN MOSLEM PRAYER One of
the most impressive rites of Islam is the daily prayer ritual. It has elicited the admiration of many who have observed it, and, ignorant of the real
character and content of Moslem prayer interpreted it entirely from the Christian standpoint. What is understood by prayer, however, in
Christendom, and what the Moslem calls by the same name are to a degree distinct conceptions. In the punctilious regard of position, prostration,
ablution and the peculiar gestures and movements of the hand, the head and the body it is clear that prayer is more than a spiritual exercise.
Moslems themselves are at a loss to explain the reason for many of the details which they have learned from their youth. The various sects in
orthodox Islam can be distinguished by the casual observer most easily in the method of ablution and in the prostration of the prayer ritual.
Theodore Noldeke of Germany, and the Dutch scholar Prof. A. J. Wensinck have made a special study of the origin and detail of the prayer ritual, the
latter more especially of the Moslem laws of ablution.i 2 Further study of the sources given and long experience in many Moslem lands have led to
the following observations and conclusions on the subject. In the preparation of the five daily prayers, especially in the process of ablution -- the
object of the Moslem seems to be to free himself from...
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