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THE PHILOSOPHICAL ASPECT OF RELIGION It would, perhaps, be well to define at the very outset, if
possible, the thing which we propose to discuss. But we do not indulge the foolish hope of
condensing religion once for all into a bit of a formula. The time is probably not yet come for such
a final definition, either descriptive or logical; and verbal definitions are, after all, only of secondary
importance. But it ought to be possible to frame at least a tentative one that will answer the
immediate purpose of this thesis, in which we are concerned, not so much with the philosophy of
religion, as with its social significance. The sole question before us, let it be borne in mind, is what
functions does religion subserve in society, understanding by society a psychically interacting group
of people? But perhaps...
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