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% Guinea is a Francophone West African country on the Atlantic coast, with a population of about 10 million. It is rich in natural resources but
characterized by widespread poverty and limited socio-economic growth and development. While Guinea has experienced regular episodes of
internal political turmoil, it was considered a locus of relative stability over the past two decades, a period during which each of its six neighbors
suffered one or more armed internal conflicts. Guinea entered a new period of political uncertainty on December 23, 2008, when a group of junior
and mid-level military officers seized power, hours after the death of longtime president and former military leader Lansana Cont. Calling itself the
National Council for Democracy and Development (CNDD, after its French acronym), the junta named as interim national president Captain Moussa
Dadis Camara, previously a relatively unknown figure. The junta appointed a civilian prime minister and has promised to hold presidential and
legislative elections by late 2009. However, some observers fear that rivalries within the CNDD, Dadis Camara s lack of national leadership
experience, and administrative and logistical challenges could indefinitely delay the transfer of power to a democratically elected civilian
administration. Guinea has never undergone a democratic or .
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