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**xxx Excerpt from Vital Statistics: An Introduction to the Science of Demography This book is written for students who are preparing themselves to
be public health officials and for public health officials who are willing to be students. It makes no claim to be an exhaustive treatise or a
compendium of facts; it is merely a guide to the study of vital statistics, an introduction to the great world-wide science of demography - a science
yet in the magmatic stage, not yet crystallized. The Great War is bound to develop this science, because hereafter all the nations of the earth must
know each other better, and this knowledge, in order to be usable, must be condensed into statistical forms. Specifically the book tells what statistics
are and what they are not; it shows how to express vital facts by figures, how to tabulate them and how to display them by diagrams; it shows how
to compute birth-rates and death-rates and how to analyze a death-rate; it shows how to adjust and standardize death-rates and how to make life
tables; it emphasizes the need of using vital statistics with truth, with imagination and with power. For the convenience of school instruction,
exercises and questions to incite further study are given in each chapter. Many subjects worthy of special study, however, are not even mentioned,
loose ends have been left in every chapter, illustrations have been chosen as they came conveniently to hand, and the general arrangement has
been informal as to its subject matter. The object in all this has been to stimulate the reader to critically analyze all vital statistics as they appear
before him from day to...
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