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abstract: In today's global economy Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) are credited with their transformative capacity for
national economies. They represent a promising way to lead developing countries on a path of more rapid development. But ICT for Development
(ICT4D) is not only an issue of the development society. For many multinational operating software companies developing continents like Africa with
a population of almost half a billion represent a huge, still untapped market. The German software company SAP AG for example is engaged in the
African Drive Project (ADP). ADP is improving the South African education system by means of ICTs. SAP sees its engagement as an investment in
future business areas and emerging markets in the developing world. But the corporate engagement of these big international players does not
have to contradict the general aims and goals of the development society. On the contrary, the development assistance sees a crucial role in
engaging in public private partnerships (PPP). The OECD notes that PPPs have become a general trend throughout the global economy.
Convergence and consolidation of the fast moving ICT market demand that not one organization can go it alone. Many ICT4D projects fail due to a
lack of technical experience of its members or because they do not take into account the sustainability of implementation. It is important to realize,
that ICT4D projects are at their core information systems development projects and thus one should not neglect the technical...
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