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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Museum as
an Educator Like everything else, the museum is an evolution. In its infancy it was little more than a collection, open to a few spec ialists but barred
against the general public. The first exhibi tion marked an era in education. Of course, its promotors had no idea of this; they enjoyed looking at the
specimens, they were good-natured and wanted to share their pleasure with Other people; that was all. The means at their disposal were
inadequate; some dark iittle rooms, shelves and cases which, fortunately, concealed more than they revealed. Compare this, for instance, with the
American Museum of Natural History at New York. It is planned to covcr four city blocks and already occupies a great part of two. Four stories are
devoted to mag nificent exhibition halls, nearly two miles of them, where every case is as nearly perfect as science and art can make it. In truth, the
very richness of the place is bewildering; wiser per sons go only to one hall, or two. Everywhere you see groups of visitors, quiet people, some
fashionably dressed, but there is a good sprinkling of workmen with now and then a bare-footed boy; teachers lead their classes from one object to
another; students work with note-book and pencil; here a school boy hangs over some case and perhaps you may see him comparing specimens
which he has brought In these halls the museumhas gathered the work of hundreds of skilled men, it has ex pended years of anxious thought and
study and millions of dollars. They are strictly and solely educative. The rooms are not a gift to science; they are a gift from science...
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