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Social Life, 11 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Prostitution is meant to be the oldest profession, whether this is true or not,
cannot really be distinguished, however the fact is that this phenomenon can be observed since ages. For example Jesus saved a prostitute from
being lapidated and forms of commercial sex can be observed in the times of the old Greeks and Romans (Posner 1992). In the medieval ages, in
Germany, prostitution was organised by guilds, regulated by the authorities. It was proscribed, however, not denied or oppressed. Even the brothels
were often property of the city (Hiscott: 2001). Also in other countries at this age, prostitution flourished. A major reason was that there were hordes
of bachelors (Posner 1992) After the breakout of syphilis in Europe and when the reforming theology gained more influence prostitution was
oppressed. This repression lasted till the 19th century and with the industrial revolution the number of prostitutes increased rapidly. In Germany at
the beginning of the First World War about 330,000, which is about 1% of the female population, were prostitutes (Reichel and Topper 2003).
Nowadays the number of prostitutes is higher in less developed countries however not insignificant in developed ones (Philipson and Posner 1993).
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