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first Marine unit to return to the ancient city of Peiping (now Beijing) where they witnessed the last of old China and the rise of the Communist state.
Sledge also recounts the difficulty of returning to his hometown of Mobile, Alabama, and resuming civilian life while haunted by shadows of close
combat. Through the discipline of writing and the study of biology, Sledge shows how he came to terms with the terrifying memories that had
plagued him for years. Poignant and compelling, China Marine provides a frank depiction of the real costs of war, emotional and psychological as
well as physical, and reveals the enduring bond that develops between men who face the horrors of war.
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