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From the next ravine the enraged, pain filled scream, tore the calm morning air mixed with the challenging, taunting cries of another. Dropping his
axe and taking up his rifle Dan ran toward the sounds of battle. Hooves clashed, teeth were bared and blood flew as dust rose from the war torn
ground. In the background the mares watched as a stallion the colour of oxblood fought with the beautiful black stallion Baldy had become. The
Red was shorter and not nearly as solid, but he was fast moving and battle shrewd. obviously confident enough to challenge the big black for his
herd. Had it not been so terrifying it would have been almost a thing of beauty - the two locked in a dance of death. Their front hooves flailing as
they stood on their strong hind legs, manes and tails flying, heads swinging, and cries the like of which Dan had never heard. Dan drew a bead on
the neck of the battle scared Red. As he started to squeeze the trigger the struggle changed enough to shift the Red out of the line of fire and Baldy
into it. Dan relaxed his hand. Not yet. Through the sites of his rifle he watched in horror as a sideways body slam knocked Baldy to the ground. The
Red s powerful hooves came down on him. Before he could raise and come down a second time, Dan pulled the trigger, but his aim had been lost.
The Red swung away toward the mares, a small line of blood seeping from the bullet burn now along his neck. Without slowing, he had the mares
running off toward the north. Dan fired...
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