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**xx* Excerpt from A Discourse: Before the Graduating Class of Harvard College, Delivered June 15, 1856 The best attainments always produce a
certain humility, or reverence, - a sense of dependence on the great Source of Light, God, - what is called the meekness of wisdom. This feeling is an
inspiration to religious actions. The more learning a true man gets, the more widely, the more accurately, the more profoundly, he will see and
think; and so, by consequence, the more he will see what earnest labors there are to be done; the more he will think of the claims of God and man
upon him to turn all his resources and energies into the channel of a beneficent activity. His attainments will be worth having, just in proportion as
they are assimilated with the vital forces of his manhood; and, by entering into the currents of spiritual purpose and affection, they will inspire and
nourish his soul. If you would find out who among you is endued with knowledge, and who is not, you can apply this proof. In a word, Character is
the final cause of study. Life is the test of learning. | cannot help asking you to notice, in passing, how exactly this idea fits in with the peculiar
characteristic of James, the Apostle that wrote this letter to the churches. There is always a moral interest in a coincidence between a man and his
speech. It makes the man more valid, and the speech more credible, besides confirming and comforting our faith in human sincerity generally. The
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