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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.David Ruggles was born Lyme, Connecticut to David and Nancy Ruggles in 1810. His parents were both free blacks. The family moved
to Norwich, where his father was a blacksmith and woodcutter and his mother a caterer. They were devout Methodists. David was the oldest of eight
children. He was educated at Sabbath Schools, and was so bright that neighbors paid for a tutor from Yale to teach him Latin. In 1826, sixteen year
old Ruggles moved to New York City. There he opened a a grocery store. Initially, he sold liquor but latter embraced the temperance movement and
stopped. Becoming involved in the anti-slavery cause, he was a sales agent for and contributor to The Liberator and The Emancipator, abolitionist
newspapers. After closing the grocery, Ruggles opened the first African American-owned bookstore in the United States. He edited a New York
journal called The Mirror of Liberty, and also published a pampbhlet called The Extinguisher. He also published The Abrogation of the Seventh
Commandment in 1835, an appeal to northern women to confront husbands who kept enslaved black women as mistresses. Ruggles was secretary
of the New York Committee of Vigilance, a radical biracial organization to aid fugitive slaves, oppose slavery, and inform enslaved workers in New
York about their rights in the state. New York had abolished slavery and stated that slaves voluntarily brought to the state by a master would
automatically gain freedom after nine months of residence. On occasion, Ruggles went to private homes after learning that enslaved blacks were
hidden there, to tell workers that they were free. In October 1838, Ruggles assisted Frederick Douglass on his journey to freedom, and reunited
Douglass with his...
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