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RICHTER. During the disputes as to Dalton s priority of discovery, it was frequently asserted that his
atomic laws were not new, and they were, as is usual in such cases, attributed to various persons. Of
these persons, Higgins, in this country, and Richter, in Germany, have been the most prominent. I
have endeavoured to show exactly the position of Higgins; I shall do the same with Richter. Higgins
came first with clearness and simplicity, uttering a beautiful idea which he failed to follow up;
Richter came close after him, with great labour and enthusiasm, filled with a great idea of the study
in which he was engaged, and obtained a law which he failed to follow up; he lost himself in
complicated theories, having no idea how simple was the truth he sought for. Both were neglected,
as happens when...
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