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JeEerson Davis capture, and the aFermath of the battle*Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading*Includes a table of
contentsBy the close of 1864, Abraham Lincoln had been reelected, the Union army had taken Nashville from General Hood, and Sherman had
concluded his total war, "slash-and-burn" march of destruction to Savannah, Georgia, oEering it as a Christmas present to Lincoln. Nevertheless,
with everything seemingly falling to pieces, the South still held out hope of some sort of miracle, and Davis even attempted to send a peace
delegation to meet with Lincoln in the early months of 1865. On January 28, 1865 as Union General Ulysses S. Grant was continuing to lay siege to
Lees army at Petersburg, Virginia, Davis sent three commissioners headed by Vice-President Stephens to initiate informal peace talks with Lincoln.
By February 3, however, the talks, known as the Hampton Roads Conference, came to a stalemate as Lincoln would accept nothing less than total
union, while Davis would only accept Southern independence. Even at that point, the South was clearly on its last legs. General George H. Thomas
destroyed John Bell Hoods Confederate army at the battles of Nashville and Franklin, leaving only two large Confederate armies still in the field. Lee
s army was weakened by desertion, lack of supplies and casualties, and Joseph E. Johnstons army could barely resist against Shermans army as it
was advancing north toward Virginia. To most observers, the South was clearly reaching its end, but Davis had no intention of quitting the war.
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