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acquaintance with him is due to a widely known Protestant theologian, who lives in one of our Eastern metropolitan cities. Judging from what |
know, the author is a devout Christian and also a good Catholic in the broad sense of the word. He has been an active priest for many years, and is
devoted to his pastoral work. But his piety has suffered severe shocks and he is fretting under the conflict between the ideal he cherishes and the
realization with which, to his deep regret, he finds so much fault. The result is a state of mind which can be imagined from these letters to the
highest ecclesiastical authority. They are written in the hope that His Holiness will hear the voice crying in the wilderness. If we are not mistaken in
the signs of the time, this voice is not isolated. It finds a strong resonance in the minds of many pious Catholics, who realize that it would not be wise
to speak out boldly because of the subtle methods of the organized hierarchy, which have hitherto proved very efficient in meeting any attempt at
reform. It is easy enough to force the discontented out of the church, but the church would scarcely be benefited thereby. These letters are not
intended to create a sensation, but to prepare for a future which, in moments of enthusiasm, seems near...
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