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*****.Excerpt from Real Stories From Baltimore County History In its report to the National Education Association the Committee of Eight on the
Study of History in the Elementary Schools, appointed by the American Historical Society, said: Our history teaching in the past has tailed largely
because it has not been picturesque enough. If this criticism were justified by the colorless history teaching observed in the presentation of material
throughout the grades, doubtless the same truth applies to the teaching of local history, for all too often that which is near and immediate, by virtue
of its nearness, loses its romantic quality and becomes prosaic and commonplace fact. It is true that distance does lend a kind of enchantment as
well as dignity to what may have been, once upon a time, a commonplace event, but any significant character or event takes on new meaning, may
even have a quality of picturesqueness, if placed in its right perspective. Therefore it behooves us to choose such material from out the past
experiences of the communities as will interpret the present, and to manifest such skill in method of presentation that local history teaching may not
fail because it is not picturesque enough. The history of any community is the history of the common man, and as there is a constant struggle in
adjustment to environment, history is ever in the process of making, is not static, but ever in a fluid state, progressing, changing as time goes on.
The aim of local history teaching may then said to be to make the children more intelligent with respect to the more crucial activities, conditions
and problems of present-day life, by...
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