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industries to factory labour, so as to be able to observe the sanctity of the Sabbaths and festivals
undisturbed. The abolition of the Ghetto and the removal of mediaeval restrictions resulted in an
appreciable diminution of the numbers devoted to commerce and an increase of those engaged in
industries and handicrafts, whilst there was also a gradual return to agriculture both in the Old and
the New World. The political emancipation of the Jews also threw open to them the liberal
professions and Government service, which are attracting an increasing proportion every year,
particularly in Western Europe and the United States. At the present day, therefore, it may be said
that the Jews are found in all the main departments of the economic world and in most of their
subsidiary branches. 1 Mishna, Pirke Aboth, ii.; Graetz, History of the Jews,...
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