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**xxx Excerpt from Letters on Florida, Vol. 1 The old inhabitants retired to other countries more consonant to their habits, their religion and their
language, depopulating those cities, which on the other hand offered no inducement to our enterprising citizens, by reason of the very sterile back
country in the neighborhood of both. In the meantime, the general government was taking its measures for the administration and settlement of
this new acquisition. A seat of government was selected by commissioners - the present Tallahassee. The territorial government was soon
established in its present form. Commissioners were appointed, and laws passed, to look into and regulate the pending land claims. Attention was
turned to Pensacola from its situation in the Gulph, and its very convenient waters as a naval arsenal. Another station was contemplated about the
desolate Tortugas, or the now well settled Key West. These dispositions tended to introduce settlers of various descriptions; while the owners of lands
were strenuous on their side, not only to improve their own possessions, but to make sales to others. Other laws were framed for the more speedy
settlement of pending land claims; and lastly, a general land office was opened for the disposal of those of the public property. From these causes,
the spirit of enterprise was gradually awakened, and the population increased, insomuch, that by a census taken in the beginning of 1831, | find the
whole number was 34,725, viz: whites, 18,385;free colored, 840;slaves, 15,500, a vast increase in ten years. And speedier far might have been its
progress but for some circumstances, which it is now painful for me to recur to, and more painful still to have...
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